
Free Checklist: 10 things to do when 
selling your home to get the most money 

 

 
Hi, I am glad you are here. Here is a checklist to help you get the most money for your home. 
We use this checklist ourselves and have great results. Feel free to print the list and use! 
Did you know....on average, it takes a buyer about 10 seconds to decide whether they are 
interested in a house? That is why the outside of the home is just as (almost more) important 
than the inside. 

10 things to do when selling your house 
_____  Tidy up your landscaping. This is the first thing a buyer will see, so do not overlook 
this! Trim the trees, weed the gardens and cut the grass. If your gardens look plain, consider 
adding some color by adding some flowers and shrubs. Make sure you clean up anything that is 
laying in the yard such as: stacks of  wood, wheel barrels, tires, etc. 
Notes for yourself:________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_____ Pay attention to the front door.  Add a nice new welcome mat. Put some potted and 
hanging plants  near the door. Consider hanging a wreath on the door. 
Notes for yourself: ________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
_____ Create a warm atmosphere with smells. They say having fresh baked cookies while 
the buyer walks in the home works wonders. And we agree. However, you can do something 
much easier such as lighting a pleasant smelling candle. 
Notes for yourself: _________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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_____ Depersonalize your home. Paint your walls a neutral color throughout the home. Take 
down any trendy decorations and put up some simple wall hangings. The idea is letting the 
buyers visualize the home as their own. 
Notes for yourself: ___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
_____ Declutter. Clutter makes a room appear much smaller. Do not forget about de-cluttering 
your closets too! Buyers will open doors and look at closet space so do not get the the habit of 
putting everything in the closets. Kitchen cabinets should be cleared also. Just make sure when 
you open them, things do not fall out or look really messy. Consider renting a storage unit if you 
need. 
Notes for yourself:________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_____ Pay attention to the Bathroom and Kitchen. These rooms can make or break a sale. 
Try to make the kitchen and bathroom as updated as possible. If you can not update it, as least 
give them a really good deep clean. After the clean, stage the rooms to make it look inviting. 
Notes for yourself: ___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
_____ Make necessary repairs.  Check for loose handles, holes in walls and ceilings, leaky 
faucets, broken windows and light fixtures, etc. 
Notes for yourself: _________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
_____ Figure out what to do with your pets during showings. It is not a good idea to have 
pets running around during showing or open houses. Also, continue to clean and vacuum pet 
hair as some buyers may be allergic. An idea situation would be if you can get a family member 
to pet sit your animals. 
Notes for yourself: _________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_____ Put your valuables in a safe place. You will be having strangers walking through your 
home. Put your valuables in a safe location. Theft is not as uncommon as you may think. 
_____ Decide your plan of action. Once you have your home ready to sell, decide on how you 
would like to sell it. A realtor is great if you do not want the hassle of marketing the home and 
showing it yourself. Plus your home will be listed on the MLS and may get more exposure. 
Another option is to sell yourself if you have the time. This will help you save money on 
commissions. AND you are in control who or when people will walk through the home.  Just 
make sure you hire a professional to draw up the paper work and to handle the closing. Prepare 
to wait an average of 6 months to sell your home if you decide to sell yourself or hire a realtor. It 
depends on the market (it can sell quicker or take longer) but 6 months is a good general 
estimate. There is a 3rd option: Sell to a home buyer. Yes, it is true a home buyer will most likely 
offer you a little less for the purchase price than if you hire a realtor. But that doesn't mean 
you will get less money.  In fact, if you do not have to pay commissions, do anything on the list 
above and can sell today (not wait 6 months), you may end up saving more money. If all 
comes down to the numbers and what you will get at the end of the day, not necessary the 
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purchase price.  If you are selling in Raleigh, NC and  you want to compare numbers and see if 
selling to us would be cheaper in the long run, feel free to contact us. We can tell you what we 
would offer for your house today so you can compare your options. 
My plan of action: __________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Catherine and William Anthony  
984.444.9399 
www.CWBuysHouses.com 
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