
Cash Buyers vs. Traditional Sale: Which 
Path is Right for You? 
When it's time to sell your Columbia home, you have options. Understanding the differences 
between selling to cash buyers like Columbia Cash Home Buyers and going the traditional route 
can help you make the best decision for your situation. 

Timeline: Speed vs. Process 
Cash Buyers Closing can happen in as little as 7-14 days once you accept an offer. No waiting 
for buyer financing, appraisals, or lengthy negotiations. You choose your closing date. 

Traditional Sale Typical timeline is 30-60 days, but can extend much longer. Factor in listing 
preparation, showings, negotiations, buyer financing approval, inspections, and potential delays. 

Costs: What You Actually Keep 
Cash Buyers No realtor commissions (typically 6% of sale price), no closing costs on your end, 
no repair expenses. What we offer is what you get. Keep in mind that numbers also have to 
work for us as well as our clients.  

Traditional Sale Realtor commissions, closing costs, staging expenses, potential repairs from 
inspection requests, carrying costs while listed, and possible price negotiations can significantly 
reduce your net proceeds. 

Condition Requirements: As-Is vs. Market Ready 
Cash Buyers We buy houses in any condition - no repairs, no cleaning, no staging required. 
Inherited properties, fixer-uppers, or move-in ready homes all work. 

Traditional Sale Most buyers expect move-in ready condition. You'll likely need to handle 
repairs, fresh paint, landscaping, deep cleaning, and staging to compete in the market. 

 

 



Certainty: Guaranteed vs. Contingent 
Cash Buyers Once you accept our offer, the sale is virtually guaranteed. No financing 
fall-through risk, no appraisal surprises, no last-minute buyer changes.  

-Unless there are hiccups that come up in the title search performed by an attorney, which can 
prohibit the sale of property at times. It is best to be 100% transparent in the beginning so that 
these are not surprises that arise in the process. 

Traditional Sale Multiple contingencies can derail the sale - financing denial, low appraisal, 
inspection issues, or buyer cold feet. Backup offers help, but uncertainty remains until closing. 

Convenience: Hands-Off vs. Hands-On 
Cash Buyers No showings, no keeping your house pristine for months, no disruption to your 
daily life. Simple paperwork, flexible scheduling. 

Traditional Sale Constant showings, maintaining perfect presentation, coordinating with 
multiple parties, extensive paperwork, and ongoing negotiations. 

When Each Option Makes Sense 
Choose Cash Buyers When: 

● You need to sell quickly (Divorce, Foreclosure, Probate, Financial Hardship) 
● Your property needs significant repairs 
● You want certainty and convenience over maximum price 
● You're tired of the traditional selling process 

Choose Traditional Sale When: 

● Time isn't a factor and you can wait months 
● Your home is in excellent, market-ready condition and you want a market price for your 

home. 
● You're willing to handle repairs, staging, and showings 
● Maximizing sale price is your top priority 

The Bottom Line 
While traditional sales might yield a higher gross price, the net amount you keep after all 
expenses and hassles might be closer than you think. Cash buyers offer speed, certainty, and 
convenience - sometimes worth more than the difference in price.What we offer is what you will 
receive.  



 


	Cash Buyers vs. Traditional Sale: Which Path is Right for You? 
	Timeline: Speed vs. Process 
	Costs: What You Actually Keep 
	Condition Requirements: As-Is vs. Market Ready 
	 
	 
	Certainty: Guaranteed vs. Contingent 
	Convenience: Hands-Off vs. Hands-On 
	When Each Option Makes Sense 
	The Bottom Line 


