
Date: 1/26/2022 

Re: RR zoning in Dorchester County 

 

The applicable setbacks are Front yard=40 feet, Rear yard=50 feet, Side yards= 20 feet 

The minimum sizes of dwellings to be built are either 600 sq. ft. if built on site; or a double wide trailer if 

a manufactured home (overall min. dimensions are 24'x40', with a true foundation and a roof at a 1:4 

pitch min.). 

The lot is also wooded, so please be aware that clearing an area of more than 20,000sf will require a 

forest conservation plan (under 20,000 does not, but needs to be approved by the Environmental 

Planner , Mr. Boothe). Soil Conservation will be concerned if your land disturbance is in excess of 5,000 

sq. ft. 

The lot is covered at about 80% by the LDA classification (Limited Development Area) for Critical Area; 

this mean coverage of all impervious surfaces will be limited to 15% total (i.e. 6,534sf); driveways, patios 

and house footprint all count. This also means you wmay be required to do some vegetation mitigation 

when you clear a portion of the site. Again, Mr. Boothe domain (jboothe@docogonet.com), please email 

him for a confirmation when you know how big and where the house + driveway will go. 

One of the keys will be to make sure the land "percs"; that means making sure a percolation test is 

done; please beware that the season of percolation only goes until mid to late February, therefore 

needs to be coordinated asap with Health Department (Ms. Keene) at 410-228-1167, to get a septic 

permit. 

Finally, the lot is located in the BFE AE. 5.0 Flood Zone, which means that the ground floor of the livable 

area will need to be located at +7.0 feet above Mean High Water level. For example, if the land is at +3' 

above Mean High Water level currently, you will need to go up 4 feet; we impose a 2-foot free board 

above BFE to protect residents, and to lower flood insurance premiums throughout the County. 

I hope all this is helpful. 

Cheers. 

 

Herve' O. Hamon AICP, RA, LEED AP 

Director of Planning and Zoning 

Dorchester County 

501 Court Lane, Room 111 

PO Box 107 

Cambridge, MD 21613 

Voice: 410-228-3234 ext 1148 

Email: hhamon@docogonet.com 


